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ESCAPE FROM DARKNESS
fl r. &ederic F’ach, ?~O ‘51, a

O

• ate professor t the New Yat
Hospital-Cornefl M.~1 Co
ts, recently led a reseaxh

ten who ~nI that psychizt-c pa
tient3 dignosed as schizophrenic or
with afkctiw ~sordcs. also t
sttrfrom sc~zvisual ffiffi~L.

That would be news b itselfa
ccc Dr. Plach’s rsesxch ~obably
~n~14 not have beaded ffi this dh’eo.
d~ withc*zt a pi!nfn~ tinily
Uoa

At 13 Dr. Plach’s dangttn, Rick
1ewas d~zgn~r~i as a schizophrenic.
And for the n~ ~ she was
Uansfe id d~of~flhiusti
~n and blf-wq )rc~e witho&
showing a~ s~ of fm~ent
Thtshe ~d ztc~ and today ~w1n~
Flach Natan is married, has three
di~&en and 21w: b~ta Beach,.

—
As a child R4g44. F’.aca ~‘ai

withdrawn and often showed n~
se~datlve beh~. Her
flwithcrøflsomeofthcbet
rena 1~n~Wt4n ~ ~
~hr~4 be in a range of ____

tcma pc.’chctheravy to
thug r’~a6on and
óck Pballyin3975~aaDr.Flach
•wiiitii tobepnnqgnp~n~~.
be~ 211Wt _____

Dr. Melvin W1r1~ a dq~eopmenta1
—...

After ~ mninit4ni RA4~
Fth423,wa3a42gntA.lasbaving
a vfsi~al disorder and a .1~ghr 1.
tceal~fi~my.Those~c~n.
~ed w~ watching and ~
~ iw ;z. ~ pr4a—~ as a
di~d ~d for bebehat.

The ~ms~d~t she was
• fnnct4rnT~ Wad and pobably bad
be sosince she tirnaXta St
cxld only see throu~ what ~.

pet~toherasacafl_______
net St had toublewith~‘1
tnntMpsand it tookflc~j.-.- S~
don to bold togther a flNe V€1Z21

His daughter
case helps a
medical professor
]mkvisnal
disoraers to
schizopjt-enia

image.. ~ ~;ess her entire visual
srt~wou1d shut down, which Dr.
Flach felt accoimted for why as a
th1~dshesecmedaeeMentpron~
touble ~ school and was unusqaily
afraidofthedat GrowingupRi&j~
Fish and this was the way ev
crr~nesawth~

Y~ through visual therapytd a
mtitiooal adjtent-her blood

per level a little higlr—she was able to
reoover.

Plach and his daughter recently
a book, Rich. (Fawcett

Cn)~ne) about th& ordeal and
thsoovây. Dr. Plach is also thezflfrr
d Rn~~)Z.n and The Seat .~ngtk
of.~nsska &tthesèa~chfa-a
way to help his drightn convinced
h~ that be was probably

r!~&n1 _________

The recent stidy, which was en’
ried~with Dr. Kaplan and& Her
bert Eeragelsdorf at New York Medi
Cal College’s Psychia&ic Tri~tth
towed that schizophrenic ~
and those with aftecthe disorders,

cepdon and the a2ity to fuse the aep
state stands of in6xmatiou they it
celve ttm each eye onto a tingle im
age. This firid+ng caM. investigators
szggested. lead to differa diqgn~®.
tic ten ~ schizophrenic and affec
the diorder&

Ta a recent• interview Ricide
Flach Harm~an said she’s had to
“Work her frtli~gc” abc~ the

decade in her life, ~2 adds
th she towsshe was given the best
~ av~i1~N~ at the time. Her

visual~Could not be dete~ed
througt nm4,~ eye ..L atirn
azdoulynowisitbeingrecognizeda,
a ~c~r.in lnPnt2! cflnnt

saysshehashadtod~~l
w~ the t~gn~2 of being~
~ a..~..-1 fl~ And tl~t
~~rr~2 she adds is what reaDy needs
to be e~A!nti-d twrrt. people can
td do ~t better.

q


